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ASEAN and Belt Road Initiative





$2.12 BILLION: The Wuhan Railway Station serves some of the world's fastest trains, which sail along at 186 mph
https://www.businessinsider.com/giant-chinese-infrastructure-projects-that-are-reshaping-the-world-2016-6#19-billion-the-chengdu-

shuangliu-airport-is-the-4th-busiest-airport-in-mainland-china-in-2015-it-handled-42-million-passengers-14

https://www.businessinsider.com/giant-chinese-infrastructure-projects-that-are-reshaping-the-world-2016-6#19-billion-the-chengdu-shuangliu-airport-is-the-4th-busiest-airport-in-mainland-china-in-2015-it-handled-42-million-passengers-14
https://www.businessinsider.com/giant-chinese-infrastructure-projects-that-are-reshaping-the-world-2016-6#19-billion-the-chengdu-shuangliu-airport-is-the-4th-busiest-airport-in-mainland-china-in-2015-it-handled-42-million-passengers-14


30 giant Chinese infrastructure projects that are reshaping the world
https://www.businessinsider.com/giant-chinese-infrastructure-projects-that-are-reshaping-the-world-2016-6



$110 MILLION: the Pingtang telescope will be the world's second-largest 
radio telescope.

https://www.businessinsider.com/giant-chinese-infrastructure-projects-that-are-reshaping-the-world-2016-6#900-million-the-
tianhuangping-hydroelectric-project-is-the-biggest-in-asia-and-plays-a-vital-role-in-supplying-power-to-eastern-china-8



$1.1 BILLION: The 1,614-foot-tall Shanghai World Financial Center Project  
https://www.businessinsider.com/giant-chinese-infrastructure-projects-that-are-reshaping-the-world-2016-6#900-

million-the-tianhuangping-hydroelectric-project-is-the-biggest-in-asia-and-plays-a-vital-role-in-supplying-power-to-
eastern-china-8



$4.5 BILLION: Nanhui New City, a planned city to be completed in 2020, will house almost 1 
million people.



The road to 5G: The inevitable growth of infrastructure cost  
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/telecommunications/our-insights/the-road-to-5g-the-inevitable-growth-of-infrastructure-cost



https://www.tvo.org/article/current-affairs/why-infrastructure-projects-are-chronically-over-budget



• Instead of predicting the success or failure of the BRI, I’m more 
interested in how to think through this BRI project that has so much 

directly or indirectly involved different parts of the world.  

• We need to work out a theoretical and analytical framework that can 
allow us to discuss this rapidly developing global project.   

• My initial question is, what is the motor behind this project?



Even though it appears to everyone that the will of Xi Jinping is behind 
this China-led BRI projects. But, in fact, the automatic apparatus that 

drives this gigantic engine is not merely achieved by one person. 
Instead, it is participated from all sides and for different purposes. 

 The question then evolves into a different question: what is the 
imaginary of this global vision that everyone is so enthusiastic about?  

Or, to put in another word, what is “the infrastructure of the 
infrastructure” of the OBOR project? How is the infrastructure 

invested, with what interest and through what sectors? To what ends 
is it connected, and to what degree is it penetrating the entire local 

societies? What is the long-term impact on the people?



China aid and debt diplomacy 

Local government corruption 

Gradual process of seizing the choke points of global logistics 

The cyber network in the form of security control that is extending 
particularly in Southeast Asia.



Debtbook Diplomacy 

Debt Colonialism



South China Sea  
from border dispute to Joint gas, oil development
29 trade and investment deals signed 
in the form of MoU on Nov. 20, 2018, 

between Rodrigo Duterte and Xi 
Jinping, including plans for “joint oil 

and gas exploration,” seems to 
indicate a more relaxed picture for the 

tension of South China Sea.  

Both China and the Philippines 
declared that there would be no debt 
trap and no threat for sovereignty on 

the side of the Philippines.



Only two years after the international 
tribunal in the Hague that ruled in favor 
of the Philippines the maritime dispute, 
the current president of the Philippine 

Duterte is more than happy to 
compromise on South China Sea 

dispute. 



Early on February 19, 2018, in front of an audience of Filipino-Chinese 
businessmen, President Duterte even said that “if you want, just make 

us a province, like Fujian.”  

This remark is not a joke. Half of the funding of the 75 flagship 
projects under Duterte’s “build, build and build” plan have already 

relied on a huge loan from China. According to Jose Apolinario 
Lozada Jr., the former ambassador posted in Austria, Manila’s 

seeking additional 800,000,000 Peso (15,063,141.27 USD) for the 
“build, build and build” plan may lead to dangerous debt trap in the 

coming years.



• The huge benefit of these projects for Duterte as well as his 
influential business associates in the fashion of crony capitalism has 
spelled out a particular feudalist power relation. The high 
dependence on the Chinese funding and the potential debt trap 
also have put the Philippines into a financial as well as political 
subsidiaries of China, just like the peripheries in the Southeast 
Asian tributary system of Pax Sinica in the past. Such debt trap has 
been addressed as debt colonialism.



The return of the Pax Sinica in the 21st century, however, has taken up 
a different form, with its even more aggressive global politico-

economic dispositifs and its imperial trademarks of debt bondage 
around the world, not in terms of debt slavery, but in terms of 

countries caught up by debt diplomacy.  

The most obvious case is China’s acquisition of Sri Lanka’s 
Hambantota port through a 99-year lease. Similar control of Zambia’s 
national electricity supplier and the rebuilding the Mogadishu seaport 
in exchange for exclusive fishing rights along the Somali coast also 

rose the alarm and Sino-phobia against the so-called “debt 
colonialism.” 



(State Dept./S. Gemeny Wilkinson

debt diplomacy



financial as well as political subsidiaries of China   

A New Form of the Tributary System of Pax Sinica? 



Government Corruption



• Besides the threat to the sovereignty of the state territory, the 
flipside of the debt trap necessarily links to the infrastructure of local 

government corruption. The Philippines is not the only case in 
Southeast Asia. 



http://www.starproperty.my/index.php/articles/
investment/china-fund-fears-creep-up-in-malaysian-

market/



The projects of BRI in Malaysia in the past years have also proved to 
be the opportunities for those corrupt regimes to stay in power. The 
scandals of the former Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak have 
been exposed in recent months after he stepped down his office. 

According to the report on the Wall Street Journal of Jan. 11 2019 and 
several other sources, Najib had granted China exceptional access to 

Malaysia, but many of these BRI projects are evidence for 
corruptions. 



http://www.futuredirections.org.au/publication/behind-suspended-chinese-rail-project-malaysia/

The cost for 
Malaysia’s East Coast 

Rail Link, another 
BRI project, was also 

clearly artificially 
inflated. Evidence also 

shows that a 6.81 
billion USD of the 

1MDB fund has been 
transferred to Najib’s 

account and Najib 
could not provide a 

clear explanation for 
it.



Other countries involved in cases of corruption associated with BRI, to 
focus on South and Southeast Asia for this paper, including 

Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, and Bangladeshi.



https://theaseanpost.com/article/bri-corruption-magnet

Source: Transparency International



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/String_of_Pearls_(Indian_Ocean)



Choke Points and Global Logistics



Another aspect of BRI impact on Southeast Asian countries is the 
identification of the choke points in terms of global logistics. 



Southeast Asian Chokepoints

The Sea Lines of 
Communication (SLOCs) in 
the Indonesian Archipelago 
and the South China Sea, 

together with the Straits of 
Malacca, Sunda and 

Lombok, where over half of 
the world’s merchant fleet 
capacity sailed through, 

remain as critical 
chokepoints and have been 

controlled by the US.



泰國克拉運河

Thailand Kra-Kanal

The renewed interest in Kra Canal in 
Thailand, a master plan in China’s BRI to 
link Pacific with the Andaman Sea, Bay of 
Bengal, Indian Ocean, and the Arabian 

Sea, is another example.



Vivek Katju, ex-secretary of the Ministry of 
External Affairs of India, suggested that, for 

China, Kra Canal is strategically valid 
because “the Malacca choke makes China 
uneasy.” China has been dependent on the 

Malacca strait not only its general trade but 
also its Asian oil. It is therefore to China’s 

benefit if the Kra Canal can be constructed. 
However, this canal will separate the southern 

provinces of Pattani, Yala, and Narathiwat 
from the rest of the country, and it means the 

Muslim and Malay population of these 
provinces will be physically cut apart from the 
other Buddhist and ethnically Tai population.



⽯石油轉運站咽咽喉點



https://transportgeography.org/?page_id=950



• Besides Kra Canal, we also see other ports that China is gaining control in the 
waters, such as Hambantota of Sri Lanka, Gwadar of Pakistan, Kyaukphyu of 

Myanmar, and Djibouti.   

• If we compare the map of these ports with the map of the oil transit chokepoints, the 
Strait of Hormuz, the Strait of Malacca, Cape of Good Hope, Bab el-Mandab, Danish 

Straits, Suez Canal, Bosporus, Panama Canal, or the map of global maritime 
chokepoints, such as Panama, Gibraltar, Oresund, Suez, Hormuz, and Malacca, 

• we can see clearly the strategic plan recurred from the imperial expansion of 
the maritime age to contemporary trade-military dispositifs. The concept of 

logistics, closely linked with strategic military management of the 
transportation of goods, weapons, man powers, and information, can help us 
analyze the strategic move on contemporary geo-economic and geopolitical 

stage., 



Cyber Network as Security Control 



What is the Infrastructure of the Infrastructure?

What is the imaginary that upholds such global operative vision?

What are the heterogeneous and contradictory identifications of individual and corporative agencies?



The vast and expansive construction of informational silk road through cyber 
network, the infinite connectivity between smart cities, through internal land cable 

routes that China has built for Vietnam, Lao, and Myanmar.  

The extensive display of information includes the real-time trade such as 
importation or exportation of seafood, agriculture and commercial good per 

minutes, real-time public transportation conditions, and also the public usage of 
app on internet.  

The infrastructure for this joint information economy involves international 
submarine cable station, the submarine cable corridor, the overland internet 

cables routes, communication network nodes, and cloud commuting centers. 
Even Thai government has been saying that they need to learn from China to 
improve their techniques of governance, such as cyber-scouts to conduct LM 

(Lese Majesty) hunting.



Research Project: 

Global Logistics and its 
Infrastructural Impacts



Our project involves colleagues and students from Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, the Philippines, and Australia.  

We will analyze the BRI operation through the four axes:  

First, the roles of geo-economic and geopolitical zoning politics played by the BRI;  

second, how does BRI projects trigger the flow of transnational labor migration 
and intensify the frictions among the local societies;  

third, how do such infrastructure initiatives expose the local corruptions and 
political tensions;  

fourth, how do local or transnational activists, NGOs, artistic group collaborate in 
their interventions and interrogations into the above issues.













How do we analyze the heterogeneous forces on the politico-economic 
stage and the even more complex system behind the scene?  

What is the other scene of the stage?


