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Freedom in the World 2018

. .. Democracy in Retreat
Democracy in CI'ISIS Freedom in the World 2019

¢ Democracy faced its most serious crisis in
WORLD AMERICAS ASIA-PACIFIC EURASIA EUROPE MENA SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA decades in 2017 as its basic tenets—including
guarantees of free and fair elections, the rights of
minorities, freedom of the press, and the rule of law

—came under attack around the world.

. Free 'i—: Partly Free . Not Free

e Seventy-one countries suffered net declines in
political rights and civil liberties, with only 35
registering gains. This marked the 12th
consecutive year of decline in global
freedom.

11 YEARS OF DECLINE

Countries with net declines in aggregate score have outnumbered those with gains for the past 11 years.
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Pax Americana => Pax Sinica
Democracy => Authoritarianism?

WORLD AMERICAS ASIA-PACIFIC EURASIA EUROPE MENA SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
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The Broader Context of BRI

« 'Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation' FIEE & H AKE 2 (Not 'Rise of China'l)

* 'Community of Shared Destiny' / 'Community of Common Destiny' #1555 3£ B4&, (cf. Greater
East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere)

 'New type of great power relations' I XEXx %

To ease worries, President Xi Jinping has emphasised “Three Noes Policy = Bk ”
(1) No interference in the internal affairs of other nations
(2) China does not seek to increase the so called “sphere of influence”

(3) China does not strive for hegemony or dominance

The BRI MoU does not comes with conditionalities concerning the type of government...

No open and direct influence of BRI on democratisation processes



Competing Interpretations of BRI (IR)

1) Rise of a new global power, (new) type of imperialism

Reeves (2018) Imperialism and the Middle Kingdom (TWQ), Huotari, Gaspers, Eder, Legarda,
Mokry (2017), Legarda (2017, 2018), Embong, Evers and Ramli (2017)

= Clear prediction of de-democratisation, triggered by BRI

Benner, Gaspers, Ohlberg, Poggetti, Shi-Kupfer, 2018, Authoritarian Advance (Merics, GPPi)

2) New type of globalisation
e China as a new guardian of global free trade (Hartman, Maening, Wang, 2017)

e Anti-neoliberal South-South cooperation project (article series from the Chinese Academy
of Science (CAS), Liu, Dunford and Gao (2018) or Liu and Dunford (2016)

= No effects of de-democratisation connected to BRI



3) No plan but "initiative /&1 " — trial and error
4) New Chinese-style paradigm of IR

tributary relations (BiTa 8 %)

under heaven (X TF)

Godehard, 2016, 2017, No End of History? A Chinese Alternative Concept of International Order (SWP),
Noesselt (2010, 2015) and Mokry (2018)

= Ambiguous predictions concerning democratisation

5) Beyond IR — need of a different approach

* IR paradigms departing from "state interests" and "state behaviour” do not work
* actors, interest groups and political dynamics beyond the state level
 specific dynamics of change connected to a shift in the World System

* Neo-Gramscian approach, combined with aspects of World-Systems Theory

—> Sinophone Borderlands - Interactions at the Edges



Missellaneous

e Authoritarian gravitation centres
(Demmelhuber/Kneuer, 2016)

* Nature of instructure projects —

* Long-term planning needs
authroitarianism

 Unintended Effects (kavalski, 2019)




BRI and — Democracy
... towards a comparative research agenda

Political conflicts and dynamics of democratisation and de-democratisation

Three Regions (Southeast Asia, Central Asia, Eastern Europe)

Thailand (coup d'état in 2014)
Myanmar (exacerbated ethnic conflict since 2014)
Bhutan (border conflict and military standoff in 2017)

Mongolia (hyper-extractivism and anti-Chinese mobilisation)

Greece (labour conflict connected to Chinese investment)

Italy (authoritarian populism with Chinese backing)



Myanmar

¢ Since 2010/2012: political and economic
opening

= Cancellation of Mitsone Dam project
—> Democratisation process in Myanmar:

Escape China's grip, strategy to diversify
development options / investment partners

e National peace process, Myanmar Peace
Center, supported by the EU

e 2015: National Ceasefire Agreement (21st
Century Panglong), ...

e 30 March 2016: Aung San Suu Kyi becomes
State Counsellor

=Frosty relations with China, but regular visits

* Late 2016: Rohingye crisis deepens

Areas of Ethnic Militant
Activity in Myanmar

«Mandalay

' MYANMAR

Naypyidaw.

MILITANT GROUPS AND
NUMBER OF TROOPS

UWSA (United Wa State Army):
30,000 troops, 10,000 reservists

KIA (Kachin Independence Army):
10,000 troops, 10,000 reservists

RCSS (Restoration Council of Shan
State): 8000+ troops

SSPP (Shan State Progress Party):
8,000+ troops

KNU (Karen National Union):
5.000+ troops

THLA (Ta'ang Mational Liberation
Army): 4, 5004+ troops

MNDAA-ESS (Mational Democratic
Alliance Army-Eastern Shan State):
4,500+ troops

MMNDAA (Myanmar National

Democratic Alliance Army):
2,000 troops

DKBA (Democratic Karen
Benevolent Army): 1,500+ troops

NMSP (New Mon State Party):
800+ troops, 2,000 reservists

KNPP (Karenni National
Progressive Party): 600+ troops

m NSCN-K (National Socialist Council
of Nagaland-Khaplang):
<500 troops

. PNLD (Pa-0 National Liberation
Organization): 400+ troops

CNF (Chin Mational Front):
200+ troops

KNO-B (Kuki National
Organization-Burma): 200+ troops

KNU/KNLA-PC (Karen Mational
Union/Karen Mational Liberation
Army-Peace Council): <200 troops

ALP (Arakan Liberation Party):
60-100 troops



» Federal Political Negotiation and
Consultation Committee (or FPNCC,
Northern Alliance)

« UWSA demands a Chinese-led peace
process

« January 2018, new KIA leader, N Ban La
(non-Christian)

National Ceasefire Agreement Signatories: # Other:

01 | Karen National Union/ KNLA 5,000 Max est. 7.000
02 | Restoration Council of Shan State/ Shan State Army South 8,000
03 | Democratic K@HT Benevolent Army 5,000 'BGF

04 | Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (Kloh Htoo Baw Battalion) 1,500

05 | All Burma Students Democratic Front 400

06 | Pa-O National Liberation Organisation™® 400
' 07 | Chin National Front* 200

08 | Arakan Liberation Party 60 Max est. 100
09 | Karen National Liberation Army Peace Council 1200 i

10 | New Mon State Party 800 2,000 reserves

11 | Lahu Democratic Union 0
' NCA Total Estimated Fighters: 21,560

Non-signatories: # Other:

10 | United Wa State Party 30.000 30,000 reserves
11 | Kachin Independence Army/ Organization* 10.000 Max est. 15,000
12 | Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (Kokang)* 2,000 Max est. 3,000
13 | National Democratic Alliance Army (Mongla) 3,000

14 | Shan State Progress Party/ Shan State Army North** 8,000

15 | Ta’ang National Liberation Army 6.000 Max est. 10,000
16 | Arakan Army (Kachin branch- not Paletwa branch) 3,000

17 | Karenni National Progressive Party 600

18 | National Socialist Council of Nagaland- Khaplang 500

Non-NCA Total estimated fighters: 63,100
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Map showing the route of the China-Myanmar oil and gas pipelines. (Image: Shwe Gas Movement)
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The Federal Political Negotiation Consultative Committee (FPNCC)
Conveys Congratulatory Message to Honourable President Xi Jinging's
New National Leadership and Government

O March20,2018 & Admin @ 372Views

The Federal Political Negotiation Consultative Committee (FPNCC) Conveys
Congratulate inping's

B

Recent Posts

Rejecting "Myanmar Government's
2018 New Vacant, Farmland and
Virgin (VFV) Land Policy"



Assessment of the political processes:
* China is back as the most important investor and actor

* The democratisation process is stalled

HEARTBEAT OF THE NATION =™

MYANMARTIMES THE | DIPLOMAT

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20, 2019 MARTA JANBDW& % S Hala Euronics

Harme # Busingss » China hopes fa resume Mytsone hydro dam

& VACLAY MO BARTA i 264. 2019

o) KOUPIT LISTEX

China hopes to resume Myitsone hydro dam -
ASEAN BEAT

MYDLWIN | D% MAR 2016

Myanmar Speeds up Progress on
China’s Belt and Road

Naypyidaw picks up the pace on the China-Myanmar
Economic Corridor as other options for FDI fade away.

By A

000

In late November, Ning Jizhe, deputy head of China’s National

Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), visited Myanmar
and met with State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi and the minister

of planning and finance along with other ministers. A week later, — 2
on Decembelt 6, the C!nna—Mya:{.lmar Economic Corridor (CM_EC) Myanmar State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, right, and Chinese
implementation steering committee, led by Aung San Suu Kyi, President Xi Jinping, left, attend their meeting at the Great Hall of the
= * met. Years after the launch of China’s Belt and Road Initiative, People in Beijing (May 16, 2017).
Children look af the Myitsone dam from the bank of Ayeyarwady River in 2012. Photo: Myanmar is finally moving rapld]y to embrace President Xi M L e W
E5i Jinphie's projeet. ir Sagolj/Pool Photo via
A Chinese state-awned company says it is hoping ta resume 2 majer hydropower CMEC is a bold step. It will bring China and Myanmar into the closet proximity ever in the history of their relationship, going far
pruject in Shiat e s inlate 2011 by President U Thein Sein beyond trade and infrastructure development itself. This could the ace in the hole for Naypyidaw to overcome deadlocks in the country’s

falleawing widesprzad public dissent. = 5 i3
peace process and stimulate foreign investments.



Thailand: Political polarisation
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Thai PM observes Japan's bullet train before returning home

national April 22, 2012 00:00

Thaivisa.com, 11. Januar 2015



Public Testimony of the Constitutional Court,
January 2014

"These things, | think that if we are do them, they cannot be done in one night. If talking
about the 2 trillion in order to bring in the high speed [rail] system. If about dual tracks, |
won’t say a single word about it and we don’t need to waste any time on this. Dual
tracks are very important. No need to waste time on changing lines/tracks like with
trams in the past [...] and the 2 trillion Baht if [Transport Minister] Chadchart dies and is
reborn then even for his children then the money will still not be paid [back] [...]

Gravel roads should be gone from Thailand
first. Make them asphalt or something like
that first before thinking about high speed
[rail]. For high speed [rail], my personal
opinion is that is that it is not really necessary
for Thailand...

St |11 ma ssu. AMudiu 2 Audu sanuugniinuanou




Thailand, 22t" May 2014




From the military coup d'état
to the judicial coup d'état

.. Tangkok Post . Bangkok Post

coup D’ETAT coup D’ ETAT

Frontpage of Bangkok Post, September 2006 and Fotomontage, May 2014



Assessment of the political
processes:

* The coup d'état was triggered by
elite competition over access to BRI
projects

NEWS > TRANSPORT

High-speed train gets go ahead

Two routes okayed in B741bn scheme !.t 496 ‘ 31 2
30 Jul 201 06:03 @ 27,220 viewond Q 50 comments H Like W Tweet 3+1
MEWSPAPER SECTION: NEWS | WRITER: AMORNRAT MAHITTHIROOK

The National Council for Peace and Order (NCPOQ) has approved Ry |

two high-speed train projects at a total cost of 741.4 billion baht.
The two routes approved are intended to serve as a transport link
between Thailand and southern China.

Proposals for a high-speed train from Rayong to Nong Khai - and on to China - were
first made in October, 2013, at an exhibition sponsored partly by China Railways.
(Photo by Chanat Katanyu)

PM jumpstarts high-speed trains

T Fab 2015 st 2123 13 538 viswe
b 2015 =t 21:23 @ 1586 viewsd L-.I & comments

WRITER: ONLINE REPORTERS

|i‘19| 9 0

o Rl

Prime Minister Prayul Chan-c-cha and his wife Narsporn ride a Japaness high-speed train from Tokyo to O=saka on Feb 10, 2045,
(Gavernment House photo)

After taking high-speed trains in China and Japan, Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha is considering bringing faster rail service to Thailand.

Gen Prayut used his Refurning Happiness to Thai People broadcast on Friday to
tout the benefits of equipping the country's railway system with high-speed
trains once new tracks are built.

RELATED STORIES

Single ticket plan takes

rhnma fa adee



BRI and de-democratisation in Myanmar - Thailand

* Reversal of democratisation processes
* Internal conflicts were augmented by Chinese investment,

 With more or less direct Chinese intervention

but
* Conflicts pre-exist Chinese investment

* No clear preference of China concerning the type of government

= Imperial chain, Primacy of internal factors
(Neo-Gramscian perspective, Poulantzas, 1979, The crisis of dictatorships)
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Fake news in Indian newspapers

CHINA FIRED ROCKETS ACROSS THE BORDER

DO kl a m Sta n d Off ON INDIAN BORDER INSTALLATIONS
* Bhutan — India relations, 1949, 2007 Friendship

Treaties 8
* Bhutan — China border negatiations since 1972, since s

2000 no progress. Doklam and Bhutanese northern a

border remains disputed

g

* June 2017: China starts road construction on Doklam

plateau

* 18 June: Indian troops move into the territory to stop
construction

Several Indian soldiers have been killed on Monday as China fired rockets across the border on
Indian border installations. Reportedly, several soldiers were wounded in the attack today.

China urged to

* 29 June: Bhutan declares that it still considers Doklam
Bhutanese territory — after remained silent

* 28 August: Agreement between China and India to
disengange

* July 2018: China-Bhutan border negotiations restarted




China invites Bhutan to join Belt and Road Initiative
short by Nandini Sinha / 08:38 am on 25 Jul 2018 Wednesday

China has invited Bhutan to join the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
following the visit of China's Vice Foreign Minister Kong Xuanyou to the
country. This was the first high-level visit by a Chinese politician to
Bhutan since the Doklam standoff between India and China last year.
The Doklam region is claimed by both China and Bhutan.

read more at Hindustan Times

China invites Bhutan to join its TI B ET A. N ’ J O UR N A L
ambitious Belt and Road
Initiative

' Qinghai

Burang CHINA '

Bhutan has received an official invitation from China to Ll
joinits Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). The invitation
was given to the Himalayan nation on Tuesday after
senior Chinese minister visited the country. The two

nations held talks over wide-ranging issues, including Kathma ndu ]
the disputed border.
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It is important to note that Bhutan does not have an
embassy in China and it is the only nation in the South
Asian region which has not joined the Belt and Road
Initiative, besides India. India refused to join the multi-

billion-dollar connectivity project due to sovereignty Chma Wants To Connect Tibet To Nepal And
issues. India By Railway




Democratisation, Law and Gross National Happiness

) ﬁ-!cgjw‘rwﬂ’u‘ SN .' : ‘ ;_._Iu

Democratisation and HAPPINESS

elections in Bhutan: 2

* Gross National Happiness KNG OF THALAND MERE.
as alternative A} iU
development paradigm

e 2008: Promulgation of
the Constitution, Top-

down democratisation = g
process | = = ‘*éfm
* Elections in 2007/2008, “ndn3Eanil” iaRefiuienganii 5,000u. (e =] =
2013, 2018 lead to ﬂ?zﬂ'lwqmu'luwuﬂmq na ?ﬁ g
nuwsEEnfiuvgERIn Tz raniuivgengandt 5,250... = g
o 7 NG
Change Of the MANAGER.CO.TH | Tam MGRONLINE LIVE “%_E—': 'fm:___"!':"‘_;
government = B

Constitution of Bhutan, 2008, Art. 9:
,{0 promote those conditions that will
enable the pursuit of Gross National
Happiness*



Assessment of the political

processes:
* Rising influence / pressure Development cooperation
g . 4am between the University of Vienna,
from China

ADA and the Jigme Singye

* But sustained commitment to Wangchuck School of Law

democratisation

€he New York Eimes
Centuries of Buddhist Tradition Make
Room for Bhutan’s First Law School

T LIS



Mongolia

MONGOLIA OUTLOOK 2012

World’s Fastest Growing Economy

-I!ONOOLM

GDP Growth in 2012 — - w
MONGOLIA A
IRAGH
DONE S1A

o
1
£

AUSTRALIA

Source: Eurasia Capital, a Mongolian brokerage, January 2012 Mongolia Outlonk Report.

Good export share in 2012

Source: Mongolia economic update, April 2013

Mongolia‘s bold neo-
extractivist policies:

17-20% economic
growth

Handing out shares of
coal mine to people,
2011 cash handouts

Social programmes, basic
income

Since 2011.: fall of prices
of raw material

Public debt reaching
sovereign debt crisis

Unequal treaties
disfavour Mongolian rent
income

Mongolia’s GDP growth rate

(in percent)

18

33— —o—0o—0+—0—0—0o—0o—0—

200002 ‘04 06 '08 10 12 "4 "16* "18*

*Forecast Source: World Bank



BRI as way out of the crisis

Transportation Corridor: Proposed Railway

L

Bl
r_l )




Anti-Chinese and Right-Wing
Movements

International
edition ~

Mongolia

Mongolian neo-Nazis: Anti-Chinese
sentiment fuels rise of ultra-nationalism

Alarm sounds over rise of extreme groups such as Tsagaan Khass
who respect Hitler and reject foreign influence

A Mongolian
Photograph

Tania Branigan in Ulan Bator

Mon 2 Aug 20101613 BS

THE DIPLOMAT

After Anti-China Campaign Rhetoric,
Mongolia’s President Congratulates
China on National Day

Campaign talk aside, Mongolia still depends
overwhelmingly on China.

00000

Mongolia’s newly-elected President Khaltmaa Battulga won office
in July on the back of a campaign laced with anti-China rhetorie.
Nonetheless, on September 28, Battulga sent a congratulatory
message to Chinese President Xi Jinping, marking the 68th
anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China.

Wikimedia Commaons/ News Mongolia



Democratisation in Mongolia

The only democratic country in Central Asia

Elections in June 2016, change of the
government, consolidation of democracy

MDG #9: Strengthen Human Rights and Foster
Democratic Governance

Basis for SDG #16: Peace Justice and Strong ey
Institutions =y
MILLENNIUMCgE\’ELOPMENT
) SUSTAINABLE ¢ ™ wovGoun
$%% DEVELOPMENT \J %s® ALS

‘I GODD HEALTH 4 QuALITY 5 GENDER
POVERTY ANDWELL BEING EDUGATION EQUALITY

i

DECENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

l:ll'MIE 1 PARTNERSHIPS
lE 1] FOR THE GOALS

@ SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT




Greece

* Sovereign debt crisis deepens since starting in TheGreek ﬁ
2011
| » Observer
* EU Troika - European Commission (EC), the
European Central Bank (ECB) and the A GREECE -~ POLITICS ECONOMY DIASPORA WORLD CYPRUS OPINIONS BLOGVIEW
International Moneta ry Fund (IMF) - imposes Chinese Cosco turns Piraeus into second largest port in the
austerity measures, privatisation of state Mediterranean

a SsetS @ By Newsroom On 5 Feb 2019, 1:08 pm 0 Comments

e 2008: China Ocean Shipping Company (COSCO
Group) takes over two container terminals in
the habour of Piraeus

e 2016: China COSCO Shipping becomes the
primary operator of the habour of Piraeus

e 2017: The State Grid Corporation of China, the
country's biggest utility, said on Wednesday
that it has completed purchase of a 24-percent
stake in Greece's power grid operator, ADMIE




Effects on Greek Democracy

e June 2017: Greece has blocks a
European Union statement at the
United Nations criticizing China’s
human rights record

e China welcomed as investor and
competitor to the EU (based
companies, EU conditionalities)

* Unclear long-term effects

* Golden Dawn, right-wing
movement, on the rise, on a
tide of anti-EU sentiments

* Golden Dawn also close to
unions in Piraeus

red pepper i

Greek dock workers feel betrayed by
Syriza's broken promises

Dock workers in Greece are striking against further privatisations as Syriza's

popularity tumbles, writes Will Horner
March 7, 2016 - & min read

Striking dock workers from the Greek Federation for Port Employees (OMYAE). Photos: Will Horner

Golden Dawn: a nazi militia
disguised into a “political

p arty”

jailgoldendawn

Kasidiaris leading a Golden Dawn battalion squad in Nikea.



Processes of de-democratisation

— November 2011: Giorgios Panandreou, ' , ot
annouces a referendum on bail-out plans | |- ;‘:Jh/—’:)‘ .
of the EU : - y

2011

— July 2015: Alexis Tsipras holds a
referendum: 61,3% No vote. Result is
ignored by EU.

"The sovereignty of Greece will be
massively limited," Jean-Claude Juncker,

President of the Eurogroup, Financial —r— IPABYMOYPFOY.AAEZH TEIIPA D
. . AHMOWHOIEMA ITIE 5 I0YAIOY ANTHIH £T0 TEAELITPAGO T ETARON F;I_.f-.H_'. Eil
Times, 3. Juli 2011 -




Conclusion

Primacy of internal factors,
... but regional patterns

1. Southeast Asia: Exacerbation of pre-existing conflicts lead to de-democratisation, more or less
direct Chinese involvement in conflicts

2. (Southern / Central) Europe: China is an alternative for countries are exposed to EU austerity
policy. Cooperation with China enhances bargaining power against EU institutions.
* De-democratisation (anti-EU sentiment spurs processes of de-democratisation)

3. Sino-spheric sandwich positions (Bhutan, Mongolia, Nepal)

* Democratisation and pointed commitment to good governance as counterbalance to
authoritarian Chinese mode of governance, (anti-Chinese sentiment translates into pro-
democracy)

* This might develop into a broader trend beyond the region (cf. Malaysia ...)



