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Loanwords that are shared by multiple languages are known as 
Wanderwörter and their distribution usually follows trade networks. 
Languages throughout the Insular Southeast Asia are connected by 
a web of Wanderwörter which have diffused there since the antiquity 
along maritime trade routes, through political alliances, and shared 
religions. Maritime routes were constrained by the watercraft design, 
monsoon patterns and sea currents, each of which significantly affects 
the travel distance and travel direction, which in their turn determine 
the plausible trade network in various periods. 

It is our aim to explore new inter-disciplinary approaches that can 
support us in charting the layered network of past maritime routes and 
handle the evidence available in linguistics and other disciplines, such 
as archaeology, history, or anthropology.

In particular we seek to address the following questions regarding the 
history, linguistic analysis, and data structure.

Historical concerns
What historical periods ought to be distinguished regarding 
the spread of the Wanderwörter?
What areas and settlements are characteristic of each period 
and what kind of linguistic landscape characterised them?
What role does the watercraft innovation play in the language 
contact outcomes?
What was the structure of the trading routes (ports, hinterlands, 
backwaters)?

Linguistic analysis
What are the ways to use the information about semantic shift?
Can the phonological changes in loanwords be dealt with 
systematically at this stage?

Data
How much does the coverage of each language matter and how 
should it be measured?
How to link the data (wordnet and other options) and relate to other 
databases?
What should be the model to aggregate the data from various 
authors, such as experts working on individual languages?
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PROGRAM

WEDNESDAY | 7th September

THURSDAY | 8th September

10.00–10.15 Introduction of the workshop objectives

10.15–11.15 Wanderwörter in the Nusantara context - Loanword database designs, coverage,   
 and data reliability

11.15–11.30  Coffee break

11.30–12.30  Historical periods and their dynamics

12.30–14.00  Lunch break

14.00–15.15  Historical settlements and their social structure

15.15–15.30  Coffee break

15.30–16.30  Mechanisms of loanword diffusion

19.00  Department of Asian Studies Karaoke Night (same room)

10.00–11.15 Watercrafts of Southeast Asia and Models of Maritime Routes

11.15–11.30  Coffee break

11.30–12.30  Land and river travel

12.30–14.00  Lunch break

14.00–15.15  Handling sound and meaning change in loanwords

15.15–15.30  Coffee break

15.30–16.30  Data contribution, curation, and dissemination


